
PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMME 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS - LAWNS 

AND PRACTICES 

Intellectual Property Rights in general refers to the set of intangible assets including invention, creation, and 
contribution to the contemporaneous field of knowledge which is owned and legally protected by an individual 

or company from the outside use or implementation without approved consent. The economic growth, financial 
incentive and motivation for advanced innovations imbedded in the balanced legal protection of Intellectual 
Property Rights entails proficient, directed and timely updated guidance in the field of Intellectual Property 
Rights. 

Intellectual property has increasingly assumed a vital role with the rapid pace of technological, scientfic and 
medical innovation that we are witnessing today. Moreover, changes in the global economic environment have 
infuenced the development of business models where intllectual property is a central element establishing 
value and potential growth. In India several new legislations for the protection of intellectual property rights 
IPRs) have been passed to meet the international obligations under the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related 
Aspects'of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

Intellectual property has therefore grown into one of the worid's biggest and fastest-growing fields of law thereby
necessitating the demand for IP professionals well versed in this area to deal with (PRs) across the national 
and international borders.

As you are aware, varied roles are played by the Company Secretaries in the field of Intellectual Property 
Rights and the present day progressive changes in the IPRs are expanding the gateway of opportunities for the 

professionals to guide, advice and appear in the matters related to Intellectual Property Rights.

The Institute of Company Secretaries of India (ICSI), while persistently playing a pivotal role in building capacities 
of its members has decided to provide a 360 degree rounded set of learning to the students along with apprising 
them with the advanced changes in the arena of Intellectual Property Rights and their directed implementation. 
Therefore, this study material has been prepared to provide the students with a wide perspective and in- 

depth knowledge in intellectual property to enable them to get solid grounding in the legislative framework,

practice and procedure of the intellectual property protected through patents, trademarks, copyrights, designs 

and geographical indications. The course contents of this study material have been so designed as to develop 
specialised skills in the corpus and complexities of the different aspects of the subject besides meeting the 

requirements of a future career in this area. 

The domain of intellectual property is vast. Only those IPR legislations have been included which are of direct 
relevance to the profession of Company Secretaries. Every effort has been made to provide a self- contained 
material and an integrated approach has been adopted throughout. 
With this objective in mind, a number of procedures have also been included at relevant places.

Besides, as per the Company Secretaries Regulations, 1982, students are expected to conversant with the 
amendments to the law made up to six months preceding the date of examination. 

The legislative changes made upto June, 2020 have been incorporated in the study material. However, on one 
hand, where the subject of Intellectual Property Rights: Laws and Practices is inherently fundamental to 
understand the basics and advanced principles related to Intellectual Property Rights and on the similar end it 
SSubject to the refinement of Legislation, Rules and Regulations. Henceforth, it becomes necessary for every 
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student to constantly update with legislative changes made as well as judicial pronouncements rendered from 
time to time by referring to the Institute's monthly journal 'Chartered Secretary', E-Bulletin Student Company 

Secretary as well as other legal and professional journals along with the aid of reference books related to the 

subject. 
In the event of any doubt, students may write to the Directorate of Academics of the Institute for clarífication at 

academics@icsi.edu. 

Although due care has been taken in publishing this study material, the possibility of errors, omissions and lor 
discrepancies cannot be rules out. This publication is released with an understanding that the Institute shall not 
be responsible for any errors, omissions and lor discrepancies or any action taken in that behalf. 

Should there be any discrepancies, errors or omissions noted in the study material, the Institute shall be obliged, 
same is brought to its notice for issue of corrigendum in the e-Bulletin 'Student Company Secretary. 
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